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• This paper’s full 

title is:   

 

English Literature 
Paper 2: Modern 
Texts and Poetry 

 

• This is the 
second task on 
the paper.  
Students will 

answer one 
comparative 
question on one 

named poem 
(printed on the 
paper) and one 

other poem 
from Power and 
Conf lict 

Th is poem explores the fate of promine nt  

f igu res and the e mpires that  t h e y  b u i ld ; 

t h e y are impermanent,  and their lega cie s 

f a ted  to decay and o blivion.  Ozymadia s is 

a n  e xample of such a man and t his p o e m 
mo cks his arrogance as a ll that remains is 

a  ‘co lo ssa l  wre ck .’  

Lo ndon  a lso  e x p lo re s t h e  p o we r  o f  
p ro minent figu res through the institutions 

o f  church and monarchy. As Blake walk s 

t h rough London h e seems to ch a l le nge  

t h e ir right to power  when the pr ice is t h e  

su f f e r ing a nd  p o ve r t y  o f  t h e  lo we r  
cla sses. Like Shelley, Bla k e  q u e st io ns 

wh e ther leaders can b e good when th e i r  

ci t iz e ns a re  so  ne gle ct e d .  

Th is dramatic monologue is our third poem 

a b o ut abuse of p ower. This t ime a  Duke is 

ne go t ia t ing f o r  t h e  h a nd  o f  h is ne w 

d uchess and making his requirements f o r  
lo y alty clear b y implying th a t  h e  h a d  h is 

la st d uchess killed beca use  sh e  wa sn ’t  

gra teful e nough for the h onour of marrying 

h im. 

Th is is part of a much longer poem a b o ut  
Wo rd sworth’s life . In  o u r  se ct io n  h e  is 

e n joying the freedom of rowing o n a  la k e  
und e r  a  b e a ut i f u l  sk y . Th e  p e a ce  is 

sh attered by the emergence of a dark peak 

t h a t seems to be b e a r ing d o wn  o n  t h e  
p o e t. He is haunted by t his image eve n  in  

h is d re a ms.  

Th e  f irst of our war poems, th is o ne  t e l ls 

a b o ut a real e vent that took p lace  d ur ing 

t h e  Battle of Balaclava. The atta ck  wa s a  

mist ake made because of an unclear order 
f ro m Lord Raglan, a nd a suicidal  charge to  

a lmo st certain d eath . The poem se e k s t o  

e x p lore the nobili ty a nd bravery of the men 

in  b a t t le .  

Exposure Remains War Photographer Kamikaze Bayonet Charge 

Mo ving o n to WWI, this poem b y local  poet 
Wi l f red Owen, t ells us what l ife was like for 

h im wh e n  h e  a nd  h is me n  b e ca me  
st randed in a trench in the worst w inter in  

l iv ing memory. The tragedy  o f  t h e  p o e m 

l ie s in the way these men are slowly being 
k i l led by the weather. When dre a ming o f  

h o me , t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  a re  no  lo nge r  
we lcome and were perhaps o n ly  b o rn  in  

o rd e r  t o  d ie .  

A lso b ased on real  exper ie nce s; t o ld  t o  

A rmit a ge  b y  so ld ie rs re t u rn ing f ro m 

co n flict. The speaker suff e rs f ro m PTSD  
a nd  tells an unknown listener the story of a 

lo o ter who he ki lled. The poem focuses o n  

t h e  way men are expected to b ehave  l ik e  

ma ch ines fol lowing orders. The p roblem is 

t h a t they are not, a nd our soldie r  ca nno t  
e scape t his moment. Like O wen, h o me  is 

not  the place he left before he was ordered 

t o  k i l l .  

Lik e the p revious 2 poems, t his one d ea ls 

w i t h the suffering infl ict e d  b y  wa r . Th is 
t ime a  war p hotographer who is p ro b a b ly  

a lso suffer ing f rom PTSD . He struggles with 

t h e  terrible contrast between t h e  simp le  

ru ral l ife of England and t he h orrors h e  is 

f o rce d  t o  re v isi t  a s h e  d e ve lo p s h is 
p ictures. To make matters worse, he fee ls 

t h a t  no -o ne  is in t e re st e d .  

A no ther poem; another war –  th is time we  

a re  taken to Ja p a n  a nd  t h e  st o ry  o f  a  
K a mikaze pilot who changes h is mind a nd  

re t urns h ome to seek peace and b e a ut y . 

Such  is the power of honour in this society  

t h a t his daughter, speaking to her children 

in  t he p oem, e xplains how returning meant 
t h a t he was ne ve r  sp o k e n  t o  o r  e ve n  

a ck no wle d ge d  a ga in .  

Ba ck  t o  WWI b u t  t h is t ime  a  p o e m 

ima gining b eing a  so ld ie r  in  a  b a y o ne t  

ch a rge . O ur  ch a ra ct e r  ma k e s a  ve ry  

p o werful journey in this p o e m; f ro m t h e  
y o ung b oy who shed a tear of pride, to t h e  

crushing reality of war  and paralysing fear . 

H ugh es’ father f o ugh t  in  WWI a nd  ma y  
h a ve  insp ire d  t h is p o e m.  

Poppies The Emigree Checking O M History Tissue Storm on the Island 

O ur  last war poem now. This time a woman 

sa y ing goodbye to her son as he goes off to 
f ight. Inspired by read ing a bout  t h e  p a r t  

wo me n played in b oth wo r ld  wa rs, We ir  

e x p lores a d ifferent form of bravery –  th a t  

o f  mo t h e rs giv ing up  t h e i r  so ns. We  

e x p erience her a gony even a s she puts o n  
a  b rave face for her boy.  At the end, a dove 

( a  symbol of peace )  v isi t s h e r  t o  o f f e r  

co nso la t io n .  

No t  directly about war, though this poem is 
a b o ut  o ne  co nse q ue nce  o f  co n f l ict .  

R umens invites us to t hink  o f  p la ce s o f  

co n flict as home. Th e  ch a ra ct e r  in  t h e  

p o e m feels alien in their new country  a nd  

re members a  home now ravaged by war as 
a  p lace of beauty and freedom. The po e m 

a lso warns of the inhumanity o f  t re a t ing 
t h o se  se e k ing a sy lum a s t h e  e ne my  

instead of offering t h e m simp le  h uma n  

k ind ne ss. 

Pe r formance poet Agard sings h is p ome to 

us a nd chal lenges us to d eny t he tru t h  in  

h is words. Using a group of real h isto r ica l  

f igu res, he p oints out the h ypocrisy of  o u r  
wr i tten h istory. At school we le a rn  a b o ut  

gre at h istorical  figures who a re white. F o r  

e a ch of them he introduces a n  e q ua l  o r  

b e t ter one of colour –  to ou r shame, t h e i r  

na me s a re  un f a mi l ia r .  

A  p oem about a yearning for a better world, 

wh e re physical b arriers a nd  p o we rs a re  
re p laced b y transparency  a nd  in t ima cy , 

l ik e tissue (paper or skin ) . Th is p o e m is 
r ich  with images of how fragile l ife  is a nd  

h o w we place value  o n  t h ings t h a t  a re  

w i t h o u t  imp o r t a nce .  

Th is poem by Seamus H e a ne y  co n t a ins 

ma ny references to war but is about a very 
d i f ferent conflict;  between man and nature. 

Lik e Prelude, natu re is t h e  ma st e r  h e re  

a nd  though there is awe and respect in this 

p o e m for t he power of the storm, t h e re  is 

a lso fea r . We  ca nno t  se e  a  st o rm, so  
H e a ney re f le ct s o n  t h e  f a ct  t h a t  i t  is 

no t hing that we fear to show how weak we  

a re  in  co mp a r iso n .  

Useful Weblinks for Revision  Key Pictograms  Comparison  Key Poetry Terms 

Mr Bruff on comparing the poems:  
https://bit.ly/2NzPvnd 
SENECA: 
https://bit.ly/33yQz0f 
YouTube Portal with MASSES of material: 
https://bit.ly/2K4UtGs 

   
• In your introduction, use the wordi ng 

o f the  task  and gi ve  the  mai n 
di fference and similarity between the  
poems  

• When you COMPARE, you must “ping -
pong” from poem to poem -  that way  

y ou will not forget to write about the  
second poem 

• Stanza 

• Rhythm 

• Rhyme 

• Enjambment 

• Caesura 

• Imagery 

• Metaphors 

• Similes 

• Personif ication etc 

Exam Time  % Where to get help 

Full exam:  

2 hour 15 minutes 
 

Poetry Question = 
45 mins 

• Full Paper 2 = 96 marks 

• Full Paper 2 = 60% of 
GCSE 

• Poetry Question = 30 
marks 

• Poetry Question = 18% of 
GCSE 

All resources are at:  

• Student Shared Area : LITERATURE PAPER 2 - INSPECTOR + 
POETRY - PINK  

• These include all  the teaching packs + past papers + model answers 


