
Dear WBS Families, 

After our first week back, we are delighted to say that the vast majority
of students have made a fantastic start to the new academic year. They
have returned ready to learn, demonstrating positive attitudes and
representing William Brookes School with pride.
As we continue to establish our high expectations, I would ask families
to speak with their children about the importance of respecting our
school environment. Unfortunately, there has been some unnecessary
damage to toilets this week, which is disappointing and unacceptable.
We all have a responsibility to look after our school and ensure it
remains a safe, welcoming place for everyone.
Our Year 7 students have made an exceptionally strong start to life at
William Brookes School. They have settled in brilliantly, embraced new
routines and shown great enthusiasm for learning. Thank you also to
the parents and carers who attended our Home Learning Information
Session this week. In this newsletter, you will find the parent letter that
has been shared with families outlining our approach to supporting
learning at home.
It has also been wonderful to see our School Parliament already hard
at work. Members have met this week and have begun planning our
new Academic Rewards Evenings, which will celebrate the
achievements and successes of our students. We are excited to launch
these events, beginning with our Year 7 Academic Rewards Evening
on Tuesday 8 December.
Thank you for your continued support, and I look forward to sharing
more of our students' successes throughout the term.

Mrs Mincher Deputy Head Teacher
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Arbor School Shop

We’re excited to begin using Arbor for
online payments, and will soon be

introducing School Shop items that
families can purchase directly

through the platform.  These items
will be available via both the Arbor

App and the Parent Portal.

To learn how to access and purchase
items step-by-step, please visit the

following guide:
Purchasing School Shop items on
the Parent Portal or Parent App –

Arbor Help Centre
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Curriculum

At William Brookes School, we are committed to ensuring that no student misses
out on essential learning. Our Keeping Up Curriculum has been carefully
designed to support every learner, and to reinforce the most important
knowledge in each subject.
Teachers explicitly introduce this Golden Knowledge at the start of  each lesson,
and the lesson is then crafted to help students explore and understand it in
depth. The Keeping Up curriculum will help to bridge the knowledge gap if
absence occurs. 

Keeping Up Curriculum

✨ What Is the Keeping Up Curriculum?
•  Catch-Up activities are also centred around this Golden Knowledge.

💻 How Can Students Access Missed Learning?
•  If  a student is absent—whether due to illness, an educational visit, or a
sporting fixture—they can access the Keeping-Up Curriculum by using the
Keeping-Up Curriculum spreadsheet.
•  This spreadsheet is organised by subject and week of  curriculum delivery. At
the bottom of  the spreadsheet, you will find tabs for all subjects studied in Year
7.
•  Using your child’s school timetable, locate the subject they missed. Then:
•  Click on the relevant subject tab.
•  Find the correct week (e.g., Week 3 for Maths).
•  Complete the activities listed for that week to engage with the missed Golden
Knowledge.

🏠 Supporting Home Learning and Revision
•  The Keeping-Up Curriculum is also an excellent tool for additional revision at home, helping
students consolidate their understanding.
•  Fortnightly home learning quizzes are set to review Golden Knowledge, and students who have
missed lessons can use the Catch-Up resources to complete these tasks confidently and
accurately.
We encourage all parents to support their child in using these resources regularly, whether to catch
up, revise, or reinforce learning. 
Together, we can ensure that every student continues to make strong progress.



How to find the Keeping up Curriculum 

Home - William Brookes School

Accessing the Keeping Up Curriculum
Visit the William Brookes School website.

Select the Teaching & Learning tab from the main menu.
Click on Our Curriculum.

Scroll down to the Keeping Up Curriculum section.
Select the spreadsheet for your child's year group.

Open the spreadsheet and locate the subject required using the tabs at the bottom of
the workbook.

Using your child's timetable, identify the subject and week of learning that was
missed.

Navigate to the relevant week within the subject tab.
Complete the lesson activities, catch-up tasks, and linked resources to engage with

the key learning from that week.













Dear WBS Families,

Thank you to those parents who joined the Seneca Home Learning meeting on
Tuesday this week.

To ensure a smooth launch of the Seneca programme—which will be used for all
home learning tasks from Monday 15th September—we have attached a short
Parental Guide to help you navigate the platform. You may also find the following
short video useful:
https://www.loom.com/share/1c4ccbb864634281a96866ac87c70869?
sid=71532ec2-f08b-4283-8bdd-43c1f39ce787

Please note parents must use the email address they have provided to the school.
This will automatically link your account with your child or children at WBS. All
parents have been sent an invitation to join Seneca; if you have not yet connected,
please use this invite to do so.

This week, all students have attended an assembly explaining how to use Seneca
and outlining our expectations moving forward. On Friday 12th September, Year 7
students will receive an A5 Student Guide and a card with their password to access
the platform.

If your child is experiencing difficulties accessing Seneca, please direct them to
their tutor who can reset their password, or refer to the instructions in the Student
Guide attached.

Following the meeting, we have also attached the presentation which provide a
detailed explanation of the programme’s frequency and what to expect.
Seneca also offers additional booster subscriptions on top of the school-
purchased Premium package. These include Exam Boost, Amelia AI, and 1-2-1
tutoring. These are completely optional and not required for students to access or
complete their home learning. Any adverts shown on the platform can be closed
by clicking the ‘X’ or by navigating elsewhere. My advice would be to clear and
ignore these extras, as I do not believe students require them—but of course, this is
your choice.

As our confidence and skill in using Seneca grows, we will share how you can use
its additional resources to support revision and academic challenge.
Thank you for your continued support.

Claire Mincher
Deputy Head Teacher

Home learning Letter



You said. We Did. 

RSHE Policy Consultation: Parent Feedback

Thank you to all parents and carers who took part in our recent consultation on
the revised RSHE (Relationships, Sex and Health Education) Policy. Feedback

was overwhelmingly positive, with most respondents feeling comfortable with
the proposed changes and recognising the importance of preparing young

people for the social, emotional and online challenges they face today. 

Parents were particularly supportive of the inclusion of learning around
healthy relationships, consent, safeguarding, online safety, mental wellbeing

and the impact of social media. Many also welcomed the school's proactive
approach to addressing harmful attitudes and promoting respect 

A number of valuable suggestions were received, including increasing focus
on topics such as coercive control, critical thinking, online influences and

equality. Parents also highlighted the importance of ensuring that information
remains evidence-based and age-appropriate. 

Some families requested further reassurance around how sensitive topics will
be taught and emphasised the importance of transparency regarding lesson

content. These views will help shape our ongoing planning and
communication with families. 

Overall, the consultation demonstrated strong parental support for the revised
policy, with families recognising the importance of equipping young people

with the knowledge and skills they need to stay safe, healthy and informed in
modern society. We are grateful for the thoughtful feedback provided and will

continue to work closely with parents and carers as the policy is implemented. 



Careers and
Destinations 

At William Brookes School, we are committed to helping students make informed decisions
about their future education, training and career pathways. Our Careers and Destinations
section provides students and families with information, guidance and support to help them
plan their next steps.
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